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This morning we come to the end of the opening portion of the book of Isaiah.  Chapters 1 

through 12 contain a unit of prophetic ministry focused on Judah to the south and Israel to the 

north in the Divided Kingdom.  And Chapter 13 begins a new section in the book of Isaiah 

directed toward the nations of the world, beginning with Babylon. 

 

In our study of the opening portion of Isaiah, here is something we have noticed: Isaiah had no 

problem exposing the people of God at their worst.  Carried by the Spirit, he had been in fact 

uncovering and denouncing every form of sin and idolatry and immorality and greed, and every 

form of vice and corruption that he saw.  Isaiah held nothing back  Many of us have been feeling 

the stab of conviction along the way as we are still dealing with the sin that is lingering in us.  

Isaiah, he had been very bold. 

 

Having confronted the people of God at their worst throughout these opening chapters, now 

Isaiah closed this section by presenting the people of God at their very best.  On this holiday 

weekend, it is a beautiful picture of the people of God giving thanks and praise to the Lord for 

the power of His grace over our sin. 

 

And it is lovely, and it is beautiful.  It is the church of God at its finest.  Gratitude filling their 

hearts and coming out through their voices as they are declaring the grace and the glory of God 

to one another and to anybody else who will listen.  And it is a lovely picture of what the Spirit 

can and will do in and through His church. 

 

So here in Chapter 12, Isaiah takes us into the reign of Jesus Christ.  All throughout this opening 

segment of the book, there has been messianic prophecy after messianic prophecy as Isaiah was 

looking forward to the coming of the King.  And now in this portion, Isaiah was thinking of the 

people of God now under the full flood of the grace of God in the Messiah. 

 

Isaiah showed us how in the day of new covenant outpouring of grace, the people of God will 

praise the Lord.  It is an inspiring vision of very thankful people.  Let’s see what it says.  Follow 

along as I read from Isaiah Chapter 12 and Verses 1 through 6: 

 
1
You will say in that day: 

“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 

for though you were angry with me, 

your anger turned away, 

that you might comfort me. 

 
2
”Behold, God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

and he has become my salvation.” 

“Give Thanks to the LORD Our God!” 
Isaiah 12:1-6 
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3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.   

 
4
And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples, 

proclaim that his name is exalted. 

 
5
”Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 
6
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

 

And because the God of our salvation has spoken to us, we say AMEN, and may God bless the 

reading of His Word. 

 

At the heart of this text is the image of drawing water from the wells of salvation.   

 
3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.   

 

This picture is in the middle of the chapter and it is the source of everything that precedes it and 

comes after it.  This is what leads to what is in Verses 1 and 2 and this is what leads to what is 

recorded in Verses 4 through 6—it is drawing water from the wells of salvation. 

 

About a month ago I made an unexpected attempt to make it to the summit of Mt. Wilson on one 

of my hikes.  When I set out, I was only intending to go halfway up.  From the beginning of the 

trail, it is 7.2 miles to the top. 

 

I was just going to go 3.5 miles to Orchard Camp to get back in to hiking conditioning, because 

all summer long it is hot and I’m not so eager to go hiking in the local mountains when it is 95 

degrees.  So with the cooler weather of fall coming, I thought I should get back into some hiking 

conditioning because my goal is to get to the top of that hill. 

 

As I said, on this hike my desire was to just get to Orchard Camp half way up and when I did, I 

felt fantastic.  All of my workouts had paid off!  I felt good, so I just kept going and I made it to 

the next point at Manzanita Ridge.  Then by the time I got there, I saw that the summit was so 

close. 

 

So even though I was pretty much running out of water and even though I was starting to feel 

tired, I went for it!  I went an additional half mile.  The incline got steeper and my legs were 

shot.  My calves were locking up.  They were cramping.  I was spent.  I was tired.  And I only 

brought enough water for the 3.5 mile journey. 

 

Here is the funny thing about it:  When I texted Kristy to let her know what I was doing because 

I left really early in the morning, she replied back, “Have fun.  I love you.  Be careful, and be 

wise!”  That kept ringing in my head. 
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So six miles up, I turned myself around and was literally nursing my way back down to the 

beginning of the hike.  I was thirsty and was trying to ration what remained of my water.  Then 

finally, hallelujah, I got to the bottom.   

 

I then got in my vehicle and went to the closest minimart, and I found the biggest bottle of water 

that I could find, and chugged it down.  I felt that water replenishing me and of having that sense 

of physical well-being brought back, and oh it tasted so very good. 

 

The people of Isaiah’s day, they lived before the invention of the water faucet and the plumbing 

that brings water into your homes.  You probably have six or seven choices of which faucet you 

can turn on. 

 

Many of the people in Isaiah’s day, they lived in arid places and they knew the experience of 

thirst much more than we do.  So this language of drawing water from the wells of salvation, it 

would have brought refreshing experiences to mind as they heard this stated here in this 

prophetic vision. 

 

And with this kind of imagery in the background, it is telling the people of God—it is telling the 

church, it is telling the remnant, it is telling the elect—that it is when we are drinking deeply 

from the doctrines of God’s saving grace that we are spiritually hydrated and refreshed and  

invigorated in our life in Christ. 

 

And so we give careful attention to the Christ, the Messiah, the Immanuel and all that He has 

done for us.  Toward the end of this sermon, I’m going to give you some particular ways about 

how you can draw water and imbibe from the wells of salvation.  There will be some ways all 

along the way, but I will get specific in application later on. 

 

For the moment, I want for us to see what is here in this text in the way that it portrays this age 

that we are living in, this day of the manifestation of the Messiah amidst the people of God.  

Christ has come, hallelujah.  We are going to be celebrating that this December. 

 

Isaiah was saying, “On that day.  On that day.”  From his vantage point, it was something future.  

For us, it is in this day because the New Covenant Age of redemption in Christ has dawned 

beautifully with the coming of Jesus.  Isaiah told us what we will say at the personal and 

corporate levels when our hearts are drinking from the wells of salvation.   

 

It is really interesting when you look at the grammar of the text.  In Verses 1 and 2, the Hebrew 

is all singular.  Then when we look at Verses 4 and 5, it is all plural.  So here in this text, if you 

are a Christian and follow Jesus and are being filled with the Spirit, Isaiah is telling you what 

you as a saved individual will say in Verses 1 and 2. 

 

Then in Verses 4 and 5,  Isaiah told us what we as a redeemed community will say.  Then he 

brought it back to the individual in Verse 6.  Isaiah was talking about what it looks like when we 

are being hydrated with the doctrine of salvation , personally and collectively. 
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So in Verse 1 and 2, we see at the personal level that heartfelt praise comes out.  We will see a 

couple of ways in which it does.  Then at the corporate level, we will see how bold admonition 

comes out.  We will see a variety of things that that bold admonition says.  So let’s dig in. 

 

Drawing from the wells of salvation leads to: 

 

1. Heartfelt praise at the personal level (12:1-3) 

 

Praise comes out with upwelling thanksgiving to God in verse 1, and in the bold testimony to 

people in Verse 2.  Isaiah Chapter 12 and Verse 1: 

 
1
You will say in that day: 

“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 

for though you were angry with me, 

your anger turned away, 

that you might comfort me. 

 

Notice here in this text that the first impulse of the child of God is thanksgiving, because they are 

dwelling on the first doctrine mentioned here, which is propitiation.  That is the theological word 

given to the reality that through the forgiveness that the Messiah brings, the righteous 

indignation of God is turned away so that it is no longer upon the one who was in sin apart from 

the Christ.  There is no more anger, it says.  Righteous indignation is satisfied and we give 

thanks because of this.   

 

Notice how personal it is in this text.  It is very personal.  This verse does not say, “I will give 

thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with that big, bad liberal world out there.  You 

manage to straighten them out, hallelujah”  That is not what it says. 

 

Likewise, neither does it say, “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with 

all of those deplorable MAGA Republicans and the way they are messing everything up.  You 

straighten some of them out.”  No, this is not talking about what is going on out there. 

 

Rather, it becomes very personal.  When we are drinking from the wells of salvation, it comes 

into us personally—this thanksgiving for what it says about the anger of God being turned away 

from us, from me. 

 
1
…I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 

for though you were angry with me 
 

Just let that sink in. 

 
1
…I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 

for though you were angry with me 

your anger turned away, 

that you might comfort me. 
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It is only when you come to terms with the fact that you were at enmity with God—when you 

come to understand that you were an enemy of God because of your ongoing, daily rebellion 

against His moral will as revealed most famously in the Ten Commandments, then through all of 

the commands of Scripture, it is when you come to terms with the fact that the wrath of God was 

abiding on you for your sin, but that wrath has been removed—that the spring of thanksgiving 

wells up and you say, “Hallelujah, praise be to God.  I am forgiven, and God is not angry with 

me anymore.”   

 

This is the glorious doctrine of propitiation.  The anger of God being assuaged by a worthy 

manifestation of judgment.   

 

That worthy manifestation of judgement  upon our sin is that one sacrifice that all of the Old 

Testament sacrifices were pointing to all along.  It is the sacrifice of the Messiah.  It is the 

sacrifice of Immanuel.  It is the piercing of the Prince of Peace, being crucified and nailed to that 

cross, taking our sin upon Himself, and taking the judgment our sin deserved.   

 

This being revealed to our hearts opens up a wellspring of gratitude to God and the heart of the 

child of God says, “Thank you, Jesus.”  A hundred times over, “Thank you Jesus for what you 

have done for me.”  

 

Notice this additional detail as well.  I’m so glad about this.  It is not that we are left in a neutral 

position before the presence of God.  It is not just that through the worthy sacrifice of Jesus for 

our sin that His anger is turned away and we are left in an in-between kind of limbo.  No, the 

anger is turned away so that the heart of the Father might comfort us. 

 

No, God says, “You are forgiven.  You are gifted with righteous standing based on the gift of 

Jesus and you have a permanent and wonderful place in My house.  Be comforted.”  Later on, 

Isaiah is going to have a lot to say from the heart of the Father—comfort, O comfort my people.  

It is such a beautiful picture. 

 

Drawing from the wells of salvation, this leads to heartfelt praise at the personal level.  This 

praise comes out in the form of thanksgiving to the Lord.  Thank you, Lord!  But also in a bold, 

personal testimony at the individual level.  

 

Did you see what is there in Verse 2?  It’s like, “Yes, I’ve got a story to tell.  I’ve got a testimony 

to give.” 

 
2
”Behold 

 

Check this out people!  I want everybody to know what Jesus has done for me.   

 
2
”Behold, God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

and he has become my salvation.” 
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God is my salvation.  I am not my own salvation.  I am not trusting in my own merit; in my own 

goodness.  I am not trusting that in the grand scheme of things, God is going to say in evaluation, 

“Well, actually he was a pretty good person.”  Or in the sense that my good deeds will outweigh 

my bad deeds. 

 

No, in the end, what we come to understand is that even our so-called good deeds are infected 

with sin.  Isaiah would later say that they are like filthy rags, even the good deeds that we do.  

They are even still touched by sin. 

 

“God is my salvation.  He saved me by living perfectly for me.  By forgiving me and cleansing 

me.  God is my salvation.  Since he saves me through Immanuel, I will trust in God.  I will not be 

afraid.  God is my strength.  I am not my own strength, God is my strength.  God is filling me 

with fortitude.  God is the one who supplies steel in my spine when that is necessary.  God is my 

strength.  He is strong for me.  He is strong through me.” 

 

And there is a testimony of humble thanksgiving and praise to God from the one drawing from 

the well of salvation.  That is what is happening at the personal level.  That is what it looks like 

at the individual level. 

 

Now as we move forward, we see what it looks like when a whole company of people, a whole 

community, comes together with this kind of testimony. 

 

Drawing from the wells of salvation leads to  

 

2. Bold admonition at the cooperate level (12:3-6) 

 

What stands out to me in everything that follows in the rest of this chapter is that everything is in 

the imperative voice.  The verses that follow portray a community of redeemed people and they 

are getting really, really bossy with each other in the most beautiful of way.  They are getting up 

in each other’s business, telling each other what to do.  They are admonishing.  It is joyful 

admonishment toward worship and evangelism.   

 

We read in Verses 3 and 4: 

 
3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

4
And you will say in that day: 

 

The community of people, they will say as they are being hydrated in the doctrines of grace: 

 

HEY!!!!    “Give thanks to the LORD, people.  Hey, give Him thanks.  That’s how the church 

talks to each other.  Thank God!  I need to thank God and you need to thank God.  It is not 

enough to sit there by yourself with the internal sense of well-being and gratitude.  That’s good 

as far as it goes, but you need to thank God in the company of the people; in your fellowship; in 

your worship.   

 



7 

 

It is like what we were talking about on Thanksgiving Eve.  Gratitude is something we feel.  

Thanksgiving is something that we do.  And the people of God, filled with the Spirit of God, are 

going to have the pleasing aroma of thanksgiving rising up to the Lord.  It is also pleasing and 

replenishing for the other people that are around us.  HEY, people, give thanks to the Lord. 

 

HEY!!!!    call upon his name.  If God is our strength, let’s pray like everything depends on 

Him.  Let’s call upon Him.  When we don’t pray, we are behaving like it all depends on us.  

When we do pray, we are acknowledging that it all depends on Him and His power through us.  

So the church of God is filled with people saying, Hey, let’s call upon His name together, and 

you participate in that.  Call upon Him!   

 

And it continues: 

 

HEY!!!!    make known his deeds among the peoples.  Let the world know who He is and what 

He has done.  Yes, let the knowledge of His mighty saving deeds be known in the company of 

believers, but don’t let the knowledge of His Name and His deeds be confined to the sanctuary or 

the Sunday school class or the Fellowship Group.  Make it known among the nations.  Among 

the people. 

 

SO!!!!    Make know his deed among the peoples.  How can you do that,  proclaim that his 

name is exalted. 
 

I was very interested to read that that word exalted was also used of certain architectural 

structures, like a high wall that could never be scaled.  The idea is that His name represents His 

person.  His name and His person.  He is a tower that is exalted above all else.  In His name, 

there is strength and in His person, there is refuge for the soul of the contrite that cannot be 

defeated by the enemies of God. 

 

His name is an exalted tower in which we have our rest.  And this verse is saying to proclaim 

this.  Rejoice in this, but also let it be known out there.  This is an Old Testament call to 

evangelism.   

 

About seven-hundred and fifty years down the line, one very serious student of the prophet 

Isaiah name Paul the Apostle would reveal as the Spirit carried him that there is a name that is 

ascribed and it connected to this name that is exalted above all names.   

 

After portraying His incarnation and His humiliation and His crucifixion, Paul went on to say 

about Him in Philippians Chapter 2 and Verses 9 through 11: 

 
9
Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, 
10

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 
11

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 

 

The text is saying, “make His deeds known among the peoples.  Proclaim that He is exalted.” 
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So the church of God when drinking from the wells of salvation, they are going to be 

admonishing one another.  Hey, let’s get out there and let the name and saving grace of Christ be 

known.  We are to admonish one another.  That is the picture that is here. 

 

Let’s acknowledge that evangelism is hard for many of us.  It is difficult.  Sometimes we are so 

free-speaking in the midst of Fellowship Groups, but we clam up around people who don’t know 

Jesus.  We read admonition like this, and we say, “I know, but when I start talking to my 

unsaved family and friends and coworkers about Jesus, I can just see the look on their faces 

changing.  And they are going to be thinking, “Here we go.” 

 

That is a fact.  They will.  I’ve seen that look on people’s faces and perhaps you have too.  Some 

of them might say, “Okay, here we go again,” and they might think that here comes the religious 

nut job.  That is what they will think, and Scripture tells us to anticipate that.  They will continue, 

wise in their own eyes, walking headlong into their own destruction.  But in the strength of the 

Spriit, at least we stood in the way.   

 

Let’s take this to heart too:  some will look at you like you are the one finally bringing them the 

remedy for the disease that has plagued their soul; that has distorted their thinking; that has 

warped their behavior and relationships; that held them in bondage to sin their entire lives.   

 

They will see you as the one bringing the remedy and they will be eternally grateful that God 

gave you the boldness to be a fool for Jesus.  I say, “Lord, fill us with renewed strength to be 

bold for Jesus.”   

 

And the people drinking from the wells of salvation are going to be talking to each other like 

this:  Make His name known!  Invite people.  Let’s tell them about Jesus.  Let’s let them hear 

about Him.  That is what Isaiah envisioned and that is what the hydration in the wells will lead 

to, as taught to us in this wonderful prophetic vision. 

 

HEY!!!!    make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 

 

And there is still more! 

 

HEY!!!! People: 

 
5
”Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 
6
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 

So this is the final HEY, in the midst of a whole series of HEY’s.  And it incorporates some of 

the previous HEY’s, as it culminates with the worshiping community lifting up their voices and 

singing, because by the creative work of God, God has put so much power in rich doctrine set to 

sweet melody.  It is so beautiful and uplifting when the people of God are singing the praises of 

God.  What a glorious thing. 

 



9 

 

Monday of this last week, a most impressive gathering of people came to honor the life and the 

faith and the grace of God upon the life of Jim Callaway, our brother in the Lord who is in the 

Kingdom before the Messiah now. 

 

The Memorial was so full of people.  It was great!  Every aspect of that service was wonderful 

and brought glory to God.  As I reflect upon what is here about the focus on singing, I have been 

thinking back to how this place was filled with singing to the Lord.  Oh!  Some people were 

asking, “Why isn’t it like that every week?”  Voluminous!  Doctrine just flooded this place, and 

it was wonderful. 

 

It needs to be like that every week, and it is.  That is what this community drawing from the 

wells of salvation is.  It is what this passage is talking about.  And what we see here is that part 

of it is that we admonish one another.  In order to have corporate gatherings that are like that, 

part of it is with the people of God admonishing the people of God, saying: 

 

HEY!!!!    Come to church!  HEY, sing and shout!  Sing!  Do you see what they are calling each 

other to do?  Somebody here might say, “But I have just have the most horrible singing voice.  

Always out of key.  Always out of melody.”  Oh, we forgot.  You get a pass.  You don’t have to 

sing. 

 

NOT!!!    If you can’t sing, just shout.  Make a joyful noise.  Sing and shout!  Not only for how it 

benefits you, but for how it benefits the community.  Church worship is not a matter of you 

having your own private devotional with other people around you.  It is a corporate gathering of 

people together as one body, singing praise to the Lord. 

 

So come for how it will benefit you, but come with the pump primed already having listened to 

worship; already having come with resolve from the Spriit. “ I am going to sing not only to 

praise Your name but to be a part of a company, encouraging one another and singing to the 

Lord”.  So don’t be shy!   

 

I have to remind myself all the time about this.  I’m preaching to the preacher, because 

sometimes I will be standing up here and am thinking about what I am going to say at this point 

or that point.  But I must block all of that out and lift up my voice and sing praises to the Lord, 

because He is worthy and it is awesome when there is a company of people doing that. 

 

And this passage is saying, “HEY, people, sing praise!”  As the Spriit of God speaks through the 

text here, let this be ringing in our ears when we come together for worship.  And any sinful 

sluggishness, let’s pray that the Lord will forgive that, cleanse that, and overcome that, because 

we still have sinful sluggishness. 

 

I also understand that sometimes life is hard and we come in with broken hearts and it is 

difficult.  In those times perhaps He will bring Job to mind.  His life was just broken, yet he said, 

“But my redeemer lives  And in the end, He is going to stand on this earth and I am going to be 

standing with Him.”  Even as your heart is broken, may the Spirit be filling you with the praises 

and grace and the songs of glory to the Messiah, because this is healing for you, it is good for 

everybody, and it is worthy of the Lord. 
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I think I have reached the end of all of the HEY’s, but look at the final word of rationale. 

 
6
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 

Great in your midst!  He is present among you.  

 

In the early days of Genesis, God manifested His presence walking with Adam and Eve in the 

Garden.  Later in the Exodus, He manifested His presence with them in the Tabernacle, the very 

Holy One of Israel.  In the days of the nation of Israel, He manifested His presence with them in 

the Temple. 

 

At the dawn of the New Covenant Age, God manifested His presence in the incarnation of the 

Second Person of the Trinity, Christ—God adding humanity to Himself.  The day is coming 

when Christ Jesus will return, and we will be in the very presence of the King, and we will see 

the marks on His hands and feet, and we will see Him with our eyes and hear Him with our ears.  

The Messiah with His people. 

 

And now in the day that we are living in, great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  There is 

the great indwelling of God through the Holy Spirit.  The church is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit is present and we give praise, empowered by the Spirit because the Holy One is 

worthy of it.  So let’s draw from the wells of salvation.   

 

As we look at what it means to draw from the wells of salvation, notice with me first that it says 

the wells of salvation.  That word is plural.  Salvation is singular.  That is because there is only 

one salvation and it is through Christ alone.  But there are multiple wells that belong to that one 

salvation. 

 

Drawing from the wells of salvation is first a matter of knowing the different doctrines of grace 

and thinking about them.  Asking God for increased understanding and for increased belief and 

faith, as we contemplate just what God has done.  

 

You can draw from the well of atonement, praising God that a rebel like you is now reconciled to 

the comfort of the Father.  You can draw from the well of propitiation, understanding that God 

has no anger toward you at all.  It is all been taken away, and He has such love and mercy for 

what you are going through. 

 

You can draw from the well of redemption in that you have been set free from sin and sin no 

longer has dominion over you.  You can draw from the well of divine election, that God has 

foreknown you and that He has pre-loved you in Christ before the world began. 

 

You can draw from the well of adoption, that you are forever a part of His family with a place in 

the Father’s house.  You can draw from the well of agape, knowing that His love for you is not 

conditioned upon your performance.  His love for you is conditioned upon His love for you.  It’s 

just His love, found in His very heart.  That’s your security.  That’s your praise.  So we draw 

from the wells of salvation. 
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Here are some practical ways that you can go about drawing from the wells of salvation.  You 

are drawing the wells of salvation when you are carefully and prayerfully reading the pages of  

Scripture about Christ and the salvation He has brought. 

 

I call it PB&J—prayer, Bible and java!  First thing in the morning.  This is an attempt to draw 

from the wells, to start my day hydrated with Christ as my power in the knowledge of His blood. 

 

You are drawing from the wells of salvation when you are listening to Gospel preaching and 

teaching that is drawn from the Word of God, from the Bible, explaining what Scripture means 

and unfolding the wonders of His love. 

 

You are drawing from the wells of salvation when you are listening to or singing with others 

doctrinally rich music that is so replenishing and so good for the heart and soul.  You are 

drawing from the wells of salvation when you are sitting down with other people and talking 

about Christ and what He has done for you. 

 

So there you are with another person.  You are having some fellowship together and you have 

your cup of French Roast in one and a Nutter butter in the other hand, but what you are really 

drinking from is the wells of salvation as you are hearing that person tell you about how God 

save their soul and just it was they came to faith in Jesus Christ.  Likewise, you are drawing from 

the wells of salvation when you are with a neighbor, telling them how Jesus saved you, what the 

Gospel is, and how He has worked in your life.   

 

In all of these things, we are drawing from the wells of salvation and as we do so, the Spirit of 

God is going work wonderful results in our lives.  Praise at the personal level, then getting 

together with a company of people, admonishing one another toward more in the fellowship of 

the church. 

 

God bless you, brothers and sisters.  Drink deeply, my friends.  Let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 

 


